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It sits in the Gulf of Mexico like the period at the end of an exclamation point—fantastic, eccentric.
exciting Key West. Between the museums, the military forts, the restaurants. the bars and the count-
less art galleries and shops waiting to be browsed, there’s enough here to keep attendees busy for

weeks, let alone days.

If you can tear people away from ogling treasures
searching for trinkets at the local Bahamian marketp
great outdoors, and a good DMGC can make it even g

excavated from sunken Spanish galleons, or
ace, Key West also boasts its own version of the

reater.

Specializing in corporate and incentive travel, the aptly named We’ve Got the Keys (www.wevegot

thekeys.com) offers a full array of creative programs

to help attendees get the most out of their stay in

the Southernmost City, including Jet-ski tours and sunset cruises.

One of their most popular excursions, the Ultimate Adventure, starts with breakfast aboard a cata-

maran that ferries the group out to a living coral reef

for a morning of snorkeling. Participants may dry

off for lunch, but then it’s back to the water with parasailing, Jet-skiing and stand-up paddle boarding.
A water trampoline and rock climbing are also part of the fun.
“Attendees are free to try any or all of these activities,” says Nadene Grossman, owner of We’ve Got
the Keys. "We can accommodate up to 100, but I've also done this trip for 200 using two boats.”
Another crowd pleaser, Grossman says, is the company’s Southernmost Scavenger Hunt. Rather

than giving teams a list of items to find, teams are re

quired to decipher clues that take them to historic

locations. Once there, they have to engage in some type of activity, such as posing as historical figures

or faking photographs, which are later judged for cre

“It's very interactive,” Grossman says. “Of course,

ativity.
everybody’s competitive nature kicks in, so it's a

lot of fun. And it's a great way to explore Key West because it takes attendees to places they may not

have discovered on their own.”

the Abyss” statue, a replica of a similar figure
in the Mediterranean. Groups that prefer

to stay dry can also take the park’s Spirit of
Pennekamp glass-bottom boat tour, offering
spectacular views of this amazing underwa-
ter realm.

Key Largo is also just across Florida Bay
from the Everglades, and local operators can
outfit groups for kayaking the shallow flats in
between, as guides point out local flora and
fauna. Animal encounters are also waiting at
the key’s Dolphin Cove Research & Educa-
tion Center, where groups of up to 36 can
swim with dolphins and tour the marine
education facility.

Leaving Key Largo, next up along the
Overseas Highway are the islands of Islamo-
rada—including Plantation, Windley and
Upper and Lower Matecumbe Keys—known
as the “Sport-Fishing Capital of the World”
and boasting more professional charter
boats than anywhere else in the state, if not
the nation. If you're dealing with a group of
landlubbers, you can still enjoy something
“fishy” at Robbie’s Marina, where 50 to 100
tarpon visit daily and linger for hours as visi-
tors hand feed them.

But aquatic adventures aren’t the only
activity on the agenda here. A group of
Islamorada galleries, restaurants and shops
have formed the Morada Bay Arts & Cultural
District, set just off the Overseas Highway
and featuring Art Walks on the third Thurs-
day of each month that include live music
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in a street festival setting.

“It seems like every month, we get more
and more people. It’s really becoming very
popular here,” says Carol DelCorio, a sales
associate at Gallery Morada, one of the par-
ticipating venues.

Meanwhile, Upper Keys properties offer
some of the largest meeting space in the
island chain. The Hilton Key Largo Resort,
for one, has over 17,000 square feet of flex-
ible meeting space, including two ballrooms;
the Ocean Reef Club on Key Largo boasts
30,000 square feet of meeting space; and
[slamorada’s Cheeca Lodge & Spa offers a
4,600-square-foot conference center along
with a new rooftop lounge for corporate
events and private functions.

MIDDLE AND LOWER KEYS
From ocean depths to sky-blue heights, the
Middle Keys, also known as the islands of
Marathon, have a lock on fun and excitement.
“In a nutshell, the islands of Marathon offer
so much to do, whether a group wants to work
on team building or a planner needs activities
for spouse and kids programs,” says Daniel
Samess, CEO of the Greater Marathon Cham-
ber of Commerce and Visitor Center.
Team building and education combine
at the Dolphin Research Center on Grassy
Key, where a variety of interaction programs
include Researcher for a Day, which allows
attendees to become part of a research team,
exploring the intelligence of dolphins and sea

lions and getting real, hands-on responsibili-
ties as well as personalized instruction.

Heading upward from there, Mara-
thon’s Island Hoppers helicopter tours has
expanded its menu of aerial adventures with
a new Scenic Shoreline Flight, which soars
over the Middle Keys and Islamorada before
skimming the backcountry of the Ever-
glades and Ten Thousand Islands. Departing
from Marathon Airport, the 4.5-hour tour
includes lunch at the Cabbage Key Inn on the
mainland near Fort Myers. The maximum
number of passengers is three.

“It's a great tour;,” says Dave Odom, Island
Hoppers’ owner and pilot. “We also offer
15-minute scenic flights if you want to get
more people in on the fun.”

“Fun” is also the key word at places like
Crane Point, a 63.5-acre archaeological site
featuring a wild bird rehabilitation center, a
butterfly garden and nature trails that wind
through a natural Florida Keys hardwood
hammock.

At meeting time, the islands of Marathon
are home to a number of properties catering
to groups, including Hawks Cay, with over
20,000 square feet of meeting space and a
private event catamaran; and Tranquility Bay
Beach House Resort, with indoor meeting
space for up to 30 and a 3,000-square-foot
private beach.

New on the scene in the Middle Keys is the
Holiday Inn Express & Suites, with 134 rooms
and a 24-hour business center; and a new con-
terence and event facility at the Coral Lagoon
Resort that accommodates up to 75.

Key Largo Gallle'ry

In the “what a way to go” category is
leaving the Middle Keys over the Seven
Mile Bridge, which is the longest segmental
bridge in the world and rises over the Gulf
of Mexico on one side and the Atlantic on
the other. At the bridge’s end are the Lower
Keys and a host of natural adventures, from
kayaking the open water and islands of the
Great White Heron National Wildlife Refuge,
home and breeding ground of one of North
Americas largest wading birds, to following

continued on page 50
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